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5 MAJOR SIGNS OF THE END OF THE WORLD 
 
 
Introduction: 
Are we living in the last days?  Where does the Coronavirus fit in prophecies about the last 
days?  We have heard many messages about not fearing, and that God will protect His people.   
The world will not run out of toilet paper, lol.   
 
I’d like to do a complementary message to the words of encouragement, and one that helps us 
understand where events like the outbreak of diseases fit into the events of the last days.  We 
are living in the last days, and the world is coming to an end – but it won’t happen right away.  
There are still some prophecies that Jesus gave that need to be fulfilled. 
 
Why it’s not easy to piece together everything the bible has to say about how the world 
will end: 
 
1. Different terms are used: 

− Last days and ‘end of the age 

− The last hour - 1Jn 2:18  Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that 
the antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come. This is how we know it 
is the last hour. … 

 
Sometimes referring to two different periods of time, and sometimes to the same thing 
 
2. We find the prophecies about the end times in different places in the Bible 
 

− The prophecies about the end times have been written down in several places, and not 
in one chapter in the order of their fulfilment.  However, we do have more than enough 
clarity to understand what will be happening in the future. 

 
THE AMAZING THING – WE KNOW HOW THE WORLD WILL END 
 
We know how the world will end.  There is no other religion or even faculty of knowledge 
anywhere in the world where you can get this information.  It’s only in the word of God.  News 
reporters on television will be relaying different developments without knowing that it is 
prophecy being fulfilled, and we’ll be like, ‘Yes, that Matthew 24:7 being fulfilled’, and ‘Yes, that 
Revelation 19 being fulfilled’.  
 
If you watch most movies, the world usually an alien invasion or a stray meteorite that threatens 
to destroy earth.  Or it’s some deadly killer germ like the Coronavirus that will decimate the 
earth.  But in the end there will be a remnant of survivors who rebuild their lives.  That’s quite 
different from how the bible teaches it will end.   
 
So, how will the world end?  How much time do we have?  Is the Coronavirus a sign that we 
are nearing the end?  
 
I’d like to attempt something no pastor in their right mind would do – and that is summarise the 
major events that still lie ahead of us.  I’m going to outline 5 Major Events.  All of these can be 
broken down into much more important details, but time won’t allow for this. 
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WE’RE GOING TO USE MATTHEW 24 AS OUR SKELETON, AND THEN ADD WHAT 
OTHER SCRIPTURES SAY TO THE “BONES” 
 
It’s not going to be a short message.  But it will be literally 100’s of minutes shorter than a 
teaching on the end times needs to be to properly explain the last days.   
 
I’ll be working through things quite quickly, but there’s no need to write anything down.  The 
sermon notes will be loaded onto our digital platform.  Just sit back and enjoy.   
 
NOTE: there are still quite a few things that I’m still trying to figure out, and I may have some 
sequences wrong, but hopefully most of the content is still there. 
 
So, let’s go ….  
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

MAJOR SIGN #1: THE 6 MINOR SIGNS THAT ARE  

THE “BEGINNING OF BIRTH PAINS SIGNS” 

Matthew 24:4-8 & Luke 21:11 
 

• Mat 24:8  All these are the beginning of birth pains. NIV 

• Mat 24:8  All these are the beginning of sorrows - KJV 

− intolerable anguish, pains, sorrows - in reference to the dire calamities precede the 
advent of the Messiah 

 
Let’s break down these 6 ‘birth pain signs’ quickly 
 
1. INCREASE IN FALSE MESSIAHS OR CHRISTS 
 

• Mat 24:4  Jesus answered: "Watch out that no one deceives you. Mat 24:5  For many will come 
in my name, claiming, 'I am the Christ,' and will deceive many. 

 
They will be moderately successful.  They will deceive people. 

 
 
2. WARS AND RUMOURS OF WARS AND REVOLUTIONS 
 

• Mat 24:6  You will hear of wars and rumours of wars, Luke 21:9  “and revolutions” 
 

− Wars – close by.  Rumours – wars at a distance.   

− Revolutions – insurrections.  Internal revolt.  Civil wars.  People rebelling against their own 
leaders. 

 

• Mat 24:6  but see to it that you are not alarmed Such things must happen, but the end is still to 
come. 

 
This is the first time Jesus pauses and says don’t be alarmed. The end is still some time away.  
If we had lived in world war 1 and 2, we would definitely have thought the world is ending.  Jesus 
stops after just these 2 signs and says, ‘not yet’ 
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3. ETHNIC AND TRIBAL – BASED CONFLICT 
 

• Mat 24:7a  Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom.   
 

This is conflict where people of the same ethnicity or same tribe fight against others who are of 
different tribes.  Ethnic cleansing.  Racial wars.  Also wars, but not based necessarily on national or 
pollical affiliation, but based on ethnicity.   
 
So far we see 3 types of conflict 
 

1. Traditional where one country goes to ward against another.  They may also form alliances. 
2. Internal civil revolution or conflict 
3. Ethnic, tribal, racial conflict 

 
How are people conducting this type of warfare?: 
 

a. Conventional war – bullets and explosive bombs 
b. Chemical warfare – gas, poison 
c. Germ warfare /  biological warfare – countries specifically develop deadly viruses and 

bacteria and vaccine cures.  They and use it to kill their enemies, while they inoculate their 
own people 

 
The next sign indicates another type of ‘warfare’: 

 
 
4. FAMINES IN VARIOUS PLACES 
 

• There will be famines … in various places.– Matthew 27:b],  
 
Food shortages.  Water shortages.  Many will come as a result of war during which people destroy 
the earth. 
 
d. This another type of warfare, known as ‘food wars.  This is now a 4th type of warfare.  
 
A "food war" is defined here as "the deliberate use of hunger as a weapon or hunger suffered as a 
consequence of armed conflict" (Messer 1990).  Disruptions to food systems and economies also 
spill over to countries bordering conflicts. Refugees on the move away from conflict and in search of 
food and fuel standardly devastate livestock, trees, and other natural resources on their way. 
 
Scorched-earth tactics is another means of fighting.  One army destroys all resources by burning so 
that the enemy can’t use it.  It was used in the American Civil War and here in South Africa in the 
Anglo-Boer war by Lord Kitchener's advance against the Boers.  The Soviets used in against the 
Germans in world war 2. 
 
Figures in 2019 show that an unprecedented 70.8 million people have been forcibly displaced 
worldwide, and 37,000 people are forced to flee their homes every day due to conflict or persecution.  
Nearly 1 person is forcibly displaced every two seconds as a result of conflict or persecution.  Half 
of the world's refugees are children. 
 
This is a sample of countries where hunger has been used as a weapon:  
 

Burundi*  Angola*  Algeria* Iraq* Afghanistan* Myanmar*  Turkey* Cambodia*  Sri 
Lanka*  Colombia* Bosnia-Herzegovina*  Armenia*  Guatemala*   Croatia*   Azerbaijan* 

 
Typically, they do not qualify for education, housing or medical care.  They are confined to refugee 
camps.  But let’s take something like the Coronavirus, and say that it infects people there.  It will 
spread like wildfire.  The rest of that nation’s own population will be directly affected. 
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This could lead to Xenophobia.  The escalation could the rising of nation against nation – within one 
country’s borders. 
 
I personally believe that we are still going to see an escalation of conflict as food, water and other 
natural resources run out.  People will fight one another for survival.  If they fight over toilet paper, 
they’ll fight over things that are more important. 
 
Maybe we’ve just seen the first ‘toilet paper’ war. 

 
 
5. GREAT EARTHQUAKES 
 

• Luke 21:11  There will be great earthquakes [in various places – Matthew 27:b], famines [in 
various places – Matthew 27:b],  

 
Natural disasters over which we have almost no control 
 
The world's largest earthquake with an instrumentally documented magnitude occurred on May 22, 
1960 near Valdivia, in southern Chile. It was assigned a magnitude of 9.5.  The earthquake 
generated a tsunami that travelled across the Pacific Ocean at a speed of over 200 miles per hour. 
Fifteen hours after the earthquake, a tsunami with a runup of 35 feet swept over coastal areas of 
Hawaii. Hawaii I s 5,306.84 km away from Chile.  Waves from the tsunami in Hawaii were 10,5 
meters high.  61 people were reported killed by the waves in Hawaii! 

 
 
6. PANDEMICS OF DEADLY DISEASES 
 

• Luke 21:11  and pestilences in various places,  
 

In 541 the Plague of Justinian arrived in Constantinople.  The plague destroyed Constantinople and 
spread like wildfire across Europe, Asia, North Africa and Arabia killing an estimated 30 to 50 million 
people, perhaps half of the world’s population of that time.   
 
In the middle of the 14th century—from 1347 to 1351 (4 years)—the Black Death changed the 
landscape of Europe and the world. In a time when the global population was an estimated 450 
million, at least 75 million are believed to have perished throughout the pandemic, with some 
estimates as high as 200 million. As much as half of Europe may have died in a span of only four 
years. 
 
The Coronavirus falls into this category of Birth Pain Signs because it is a ‘deadly pestilence’. 

 
 

NOTE: 
 

These ‘birth pain signs’ are not judgements from God.  God is not sending these things to 
punish people specifically.  These signs are all caused by people.  But God is revealing 
what will be happening before they happen so that we are not taken by surprise. 
 
They are happening because of the way we are living today.  The way we are treating each 
other.  The way we are treating the environment … are not the best was we know how.  And 
even people who are not believers are warning us that we need to change our ways.  For 
example, when we consider the wars that people have engaged in over history.  Very few 
of them were necessary. 

 
  



SIGN OF THE END TIMES     5 
 

© 2020 Randfontein Baptist Church | Sunday Sermon Notes: 29.03.2020 | www.rbapchurch.org 

MAJOR SIGN #2: THEN … PERSECUTION OF CHRISTIANS FROM THE 

WORLD – FROM OUTSIDE THE CHURCH 
 

• Mat 24:9  "Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be 
hated by all nations because of me. 

 
This will be trouble from outside, against Christians. 
 
In the last year, it has been reported that over 260 million Christians are living in places where 
they experience high levels of persecution.  2,983 Christians were killed for their faith.  That is 
more than 8 per day, or 1 every 3 hours.  Their only crime – being a Christian. 
 
Personally, I can already see the warning signs.  Slowly but surely different groups are trying 
to use the legal systems around the world to make laws that force Christians to not say teach 
certain things.  Christians are being branded as being ‘intolerant’; ‘bigoted’, etc.  This will 
happen on an international scale. 
 
 
 

MAJOR SIGN #3: APOSTASY & BETRAYAL 

– FROM WITHIN THE CHURCH – THE ‘FALLING AWAY’ 
 

• Mat 24:10  At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, 
Mat 24:11  and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. Mat 24:12  Because 
of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, Mat 24:13  but he who stands firm 
to the end will be saved. 

 

• 1Ti 4:1  The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow 
deceiving spirits and things taught by demons. 

 

• 2Ti 3:1  But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. 2Ti 3:2  People will be 
lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their 
parents, ungrateful, unholy, 2Ti 3:3  without love [without natural affection], unforgiving, 
slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, 2Ti 3:4  treacherous, rash, 
conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God—2Ti 3:5  having a form of 
godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with them. 

 
People will be overwhelmed with what the world is coming to.  Many will abandon their faith. 
We can be tempted to do that when we experience just a little setback like losing a job or getting 
sick and already we question God.  What’s going to happen when nations ban Christianity, 
when we are treated with contempt.  We will be outcasts, and people in churches will even 
betray each other. 
 
Conclusion Part 1: Now these are the 6 signs that indicate the beginning of birth pains. 
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MAJOR SIGN #4: THE EVANGELIZATION OF THE WORLD  
– [NOT NECESSARILY THE SALVATION OF THE WORLD] 

 
• Mat 24:14  And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to 

all nations, and then the end will come. 
 
This is a positive sign.  Despite the chaos of the world, the gospel will still spread.  God will still be calling 
people to preach the gospel.  There will be many evangelists and missionaries and local believers will 
still witness.  Many people will turn to the Lord. 
 
A number of different studies and reports estimate that many more people have converted from Islam 
to Christianity during the 21st century than any other point throughout the history of Islam.  According 
to this study there are around 136.4 million atheists in the world, which is about 1.8 per cent of the 
population.  There may be a decline in the church among the native Europeans in Europe, but elsewhere 
around the world, the church is growing.  The Church has seen dramatic and explosive growth in Asia, 
Africa and South America. The growth of the African Church in particular is huge. In 1900 there were 
fewer than 9 million Christians in Africa. Now there are more than 541 million. 
 

• Mat 24:14  … then the end will come. 
 

That is the one definitive sign that the end is just about to come.  The whole world will have 
been given a chance to hear.  That does not mean that they will all repent.  But they will have 
been given a choice.   
 
Have you made that choice? 
 
 

MAJOR SIGN #5: THE RISE OF THE 2 BEASTS 

THE ANTICHRIST & THE FALSE PROPHET 
 

• Mat 24:15  "So when you see standing in the holy place 'the abomination that causes 
desolation,' spoken of through the prophet Daniel—let the reader understand— 

 
This is the next major turning point in the end of the world.  In one phrase Jesus is in fact 
describing the final outcome of a long list of political events.  To explain this needs a few 
sermons in itself.  You can read part of it in Revelation 13. 
 
This ‘abomination that causes desolation’ is a reference to the statue of a person that is set up 
in the 3rd Jewish temple.  The statue is that of a very charismatic leader who will exercise world 
domination.  He will start out as a man of peace and will deceive many people.  In a time of 
international conflict and worldwide chaos, he will bring peace.  He will even sign a peace treaty 
with Israel and give them peace.  But halfway into his reign he will show his true colours.  He 
will show himself to be a powerful, evil, conceited dictator.  He is called the man of lawlessness; 
the antichrist and the beast.  He will receive his power from Satan.  Eventually he will set up a 
one-world government and he will be its ruthless dictator. 
 
He will be accompanied by his second-in-command, also called a beast or the false prophet.  
This will be like no other false prophet that ever lived.  Again, he too will receive his power from 
Satan.  He will perform miracles.  He will cause fire to come down from heaven.  That imitates 
Elijah from the old testament.  The first beast will most likely be assassinated and appear to 
die.  Not everyone will agree with him.  However, after 3 days this false prophet will appear to 
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raise the antichrist back to life, and the world will marvel at him.  This is of course an imitation 
of the resurrection of Jesus. 
 
These events will consolidate the power of the antichrist and the false prophet.  The false 
prophet will then set up this ‘abomination that causes desolation’, this image or statue of the 
antichrist.  Then to the amazement of people, he will cause this statue to come to life.  He would 
then force people to worship the image.  The image also had the power to kill those who did 
not worship it. 
 
So this false prophet will set up a worldwide religious system that forces people to worship the 
antichrist, the first beast.  The false prophet will set up a trade policy or single-currency money 
system, a cashless society.  It will be based on receiving what is called ‘the mark of the beast’ 
– Revelation 13:16-18.  No-one would be allowed to trade, to buy or sell unless they received 
this mark.  So, one would need to worship the beast and receive its mark in order to buy and 
sell. 
 
Christians would refuse, and many of them would be killed during a very severe persecution.  
Now of course since the false prophet desecrates the Jewish temple, this means that the 
antichrist would of course break his peace treaty with Israel.   
 
He will attack Israel.  This is what we know as Armageddon – a war like we have never seen 
before. Armageddon is not one single battle but a prolonged military campaign that will be 
fought in the country of Israel over 100’s of square kilometres.  You can read about the build 
up to Armageddon in Revelation 16:12-16 and the battles in Revelation 19:11-21. 
 
Jesus comes to fight these two beasts and their army.  The antichrist and the false prophet are 
captured and thrown into the lake of burning sulphur.  Their armies are completely annihilated 
- hundreds of millions of soldiers.  This is prophesied in Matthew 24:28: 
 
Mat 24:28  Wherever there is a carcass, there the vultures will gather. 
 

• Rev 19:21  The rest of them were killed with the sword that came out of the mouth of the 
rider on the horse, and all the birds gorged themselves on their flesh. 

 
The blood will flow like water 
 

• Rev 14:20  They were trampled in the winepress outside the city, and blood flowed out 
of the press, rising as high as the horses' bridles for a distance of about 200 miles. 

 
It’s a pretty gruesome image. 
 
CONCLUSION: 5 MAJOR SIGNS 
1. THE BEGINNING OF BIRTH PAINS SIGNS 
2. THEN … PERSECUTION OF CHRISTIANS FROM THE WORLD FROM OUTSIDE THE 

CHURCH 
3. ALONG WITH APOSTASY & BETRAYAL FROM WITHIN THE CHURCH – THE ‘FALLING AWAY’ 

4. THE EVANGELIZATION OF THE WORLD [NOT NECESSARILY THE SALVATION OF 
THE WORLD] 

5. THE RISE OF THE ANTICHRIST & FALSE PROPHET 
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The Coronavirus is just one of the signs that we are living in the last days.  It belongs to the 
first group of signs that are grouped together under the list of ‘the beginning of birth pains’ 
signs. 


