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RESURRECTION SUNDAY 2020 

ACTS 3:11-16 
 
ZECHARIAH’S PROHECIES OF THE MESSIAH 
 
1. IN ZECHARIAH 9:9-10 - HE IS THE GENTLE AND HUMBLE KING OF PALM SUNDAY  
2. IN ZECHARIAH 11:4-13 - HE IS THE DESPISED KING OF GOOD FRIDAY  
3. IN ZECHARIAH 14:2-9 - HE IS THE CONQUERING KING WHEN HE RETURNS TO 

EARTH AT HIS SECOND COMING 
 
So, Zechariah doesn’t say anything specifically about the resurrection. 
 

----------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Sermon Text: Acts 3:11-15: 
 

Act 3:11  While the beggar held on to Peter and John, all the people were astonished and 
came running to them in the place called Solomon's Colonnade. Act 3:12  When Peter saw 
this, he said to them: "Men of Israel, why does this surprise you? Why do you stare at us as 

if by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk? Act 3:13  The God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus. You 

handed him over to be killed, and you disowned him before Pilate, though he had decided to 
let him go. Act 3:14  You disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked that a murderer 

be released to you. Act 3:15  You killed the author of life, but God raised him  
from the dead. We are witnesses of this.  

 
What Peter was saying to the crowd is that though they had a hand in killing Jesus, God raised 
him from the dead.  Then he reveals a very important title that he attributes to Jesus – Jesus 
is “the Author of life”.   
 
Now it’s important to understand that you can’t kill someone who runs life.  You can no more 
use death to get rid of Jesus that you can try to kill a fish by drowning it.  Jesus already showed 
several times that he rules over death because He is life.  To prove this, Jesus ended many 
funerals by raising many dead people back to life: 
 
1. Luke 7:11-17.  Jesus raised the son of a widow at the town of Nain  

• out of his coffin during the funeral procession:  

• Luke 7:14  Then he went up and touched the coffin, and those carrying it stood still. He 
said, "Young man, I say to you, get up!"  Luke 7:15  The dead man sat up and began to 
talk, and Jesus gave him back to his mother” 

 
2. Luke 8:49–56 – Jairus’s only daughter.   

• This time the mourners were only just starting, and Jesus stopped the funeral right in its 
tracks.   

• Luke 8:52  Meanwhile, all the people were wailing and mourning for her. "Stop wailing," 
Jesus said. "She is not dead but asleep."  Luke 8:53  They laughed at him, knowing that 
she was dead. Luke 8:54  But he took her by the hand and said, "My child, get up! “Luke 
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8:55  Her spirit returned, and at once she stood up. Then Jesus told them to give her 
something to eat. 

 
3. John 11:1-44  Lazarus raised back to life.   

• They have to open the grave up!  That would be like us digging up a grave.  Who does 
that?  Lazarus died due to a serious illness.  The funeral service had taken place.  Lazarus 
had been in the tomb for 4 days.  The Jews usually buried people the same day.    

• Joh 11:11  After he had said this, he went on to tell them, "Our friend Lazarus has fallen 
asleep; but I am going there to wake him up."  Joh 11:25  Jesus said to her, "I am the 
resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; Joh 11:26  
and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?"  … Joh 11:43  
When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!" 

 
Can you imagine what life insurance policy companies would have done with Lazarus’ 
situation?  He’s dead, but so they paid the policy.  All legit.  But now he’s alive again, so now 
what? 
 
It seems Jesus likes weddings, but he doesn’t like funerals.  He turned funerals into 
resurrections.  Weddings he treated differently.  Jesus turned the 6 jars of water into wine at 
the wedding at Cana in John 2.  Each jar held 75-113 liters of water.  They filled it to the brim.  
Jesus just turned 450-678 liters of water into wine.  A marriage feast among the Jews was 
commonly observed for seven or eight days.  There was no wine not because the people were 
drinking it so quickly, but probably because the people were poor, and they had no more 
money left to buy more.  Jesus summed up the situation and supplied 678 liters. That’s the 
equivalent of 904 x 750ml bottles of wine, and it was ‘choice’ wine.  
 
So, Jesus went to three funerals, and He “ruined” every one of them. All three funerals ended 
in resurrection. I sure hope that Jesus comes to my funeral, don’t you?  When they tried to kill 
Jesus, what were they thinking?  When Jesus collides with death, He conquers it, for you and 
for me. 
 
Peter says to the crowd that in trying to kill Jesus, they had made three mistakes: 
 
1. Mistake 1: They missed your Messiah - “Act 3:14  You disowned the Holy and Righteous 

One” 
 
2. Mistake 2: They asked for a killer to be let loose among them again:  “Act 3:14  You 

… asked that a murderer be released to you”.  

• Luke 23:18  says they asked for Barabbas and Luke 23:19 says, (Barabbas had been 
thrown into prison for an insurrection in the city, and for murder.)  A murderer kills.  You 
put back a killer into society – what were you thinking? 

 
3. Mistake 3: They thought that you could kill Jesus.  “Act 3:15  You killed the author of 

life, but God raised him from the dead. We are witnesses of this.  NIV 

• That was the biggest mistake of all.   
 
Now here is a special title given to Jesus 
 
You killed: apokteinō - to kill outright; put to death, slay”.  If he is “unkillable”, how come they 
killed him?  They did kill him.  He did die, but he could not stay dead.  They got it right once, 
they’ll never get it right again: 
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• “Rom 6:9  For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; 
death no longer has mastery over him”  

 
In other words, if he was killed once and came back to life, he has proved that death no longer 
has control over him.  You can try to kill him again, but the results will just be the same.  He 
doesn’t have to make the same point twice! 
 
He is the “Author” of life – “archēgos” 
 
This title given for Jesus can be translated in different ways.  The word is ‘archegos’.  It is 
made up of two words, ‘arche’ which means ‘the beginning’, ‘head’, or ‘chief’, or ‘source’ and 
‘ago’, which means ‘to lead’.  Depending on the context it can mean prince, captain, pioneer, 
or as it is here, ‘author’ or ‘origin’.  The full title is ‘Author of life’, So it means that Jesus is the 
‘arche’, beginning, or prince or source of life.  If you want to use the military metaphor attached 
to this word, it will mean that Jesus is the prince, or captain or ‘military commander over life.  
He rules over it.  He gives it, and when he finds that death has opposed life and killed, he 
restores back to life.  What made you think you could kill such a person? 
 

• Joh 2:19  Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three 
days." 

 
But God Raised him from the dead.  The dead: νέκυς nekus (a corpse).  Jesus did die.  He 
did turn into a “corpse”.   
 
“We are Witnesses of This” 
 
Peter had boldly claimed that all the 120 have seen the Risen Christ. There is no denial of that 
claim.  1 Corinthians 15:5-8 says Jesus appeared to more than 500 people at different times 
and places before he ascended into heaven.   
 
A witness was someone who was there, who had real life experience.  It happened in my time, 
I lived during these events.  I was an eyewitness.  That isn’t someone who is reading about 
something from a history book.  It’s someone who saw it with their own eyes.  Peter said, I’m 
not making this stuff up.  It’s real.   
 
Now what is the responsibility of a witness?  It’s to testify. You and I also have that 
responsibility.  Peter was speaking to hundreds of people who were not eyewitnesses of Jesus’ 
resurrection.  They needed to hear the truth, not the ‘fake news’ and lies that the religious 
leaders were spreading.  You know, so many people around us don’t know what you and I as 
believers know.  They have not experienced what we have experienced.  It’s our responsibility 
to testify.  Acts 4:4 tells us that “many who heard the message believed, and the number of 
men grew to about five thousand”.  Now that means about another 1800-2000 people became 
believers too.  
 
CONCLUSION 
There are some things Jesus can’t do.  Did you know that?  Jesus can’t sin!  Satan tried to 
tempt him to sin in the desert for 40 day and couldn’t get it right.  Jesus can’t stay dead!  They 
made a huge mistake by trying to kill someone whose name is ‘the Author of life’. 
 

• Act 2:24  But God raised him from the dead … because it was impossible for death to 
keep its hold on him. 
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I like that title, “Author” of life.  An author is one who writes stories. Every one of us knows the 
story of our life.  One thing we can all write down for sure is that we will die.  Most people think 
that is how the story of our life ends.  But like all good stories, there needs to be a ‘they all 
lived happily forever after’.   
 
The first part of the story of our life is going to end.  People will say, “So and so died”.  But the 
Author of life will pick up the storyline from there, and John 6:39 tells us how he will rewrite the 
ending for us:  
 

• “And this is the will of him who sent me .. he wants me to raise everyone he has given me 
to life on the last day” – John 6:39 

 
Maybe you think the story of your life will end at death.  Well, part of it will.  But then the Author 
of life will find you, resurrect you and then the final ending of your life, my life, our lives will be 
“and they all lived happily forever after” 


