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Introduction: 
 
Money.  For the love of it people have done strange things.  How far would people go to get 
it.  Well as it turns out, many people have sold their soul in order to get it.  They have done 
despicable things.  Out of the list of the worst things that people could do for money, the worst 
has got to be to take someone’s life.  People have been known to go further, and plan 
premeditated murder.  Then there are those who want someone killed but won’t do it 
themselves.  They order a “hit’ on someone – basically paying for someone to murder 
someone else.  It’s like a mafia film.  Zechariah prophesied about the events that when there 
were put into motion would read like a mafia hit – it would end in Jesus’ murder.  In order to 
bring about Jesus capture, the religious leaders in Jesus’ day needed someone’s help, and it 
came from the last place they expected – from the inner circle of the 12 disciples.  Like so 
many times in human history, someone paid money to facilitate a murder.  Judas would 
approach the religious leaders and offer to hand Jesus over to them so that they could have 
him killed – that was if he and they could agree on the right price.   
 
Our Scripture Readings 
 

• ISAIAH 53:3 - “He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with 
suffering. Like one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed 
him not” – Isaiah 53:3 

 

• ZECHARIAH 11:4-13: Zec 11:4  This is what the LORD my God says: "Pasture the flock 
marked for slaughter.  … Zec 11:7  So I pastured the flock marked for slaughter, particularly 
the oppressed of the flock. Zec 11:8  The flock detested me, and I grew weary of them … 
Zec 11:12  I told them, "If you think it best, give me my pay; but if not, keep it." So they paid 
me thirty pieces of silver. Zec 11:13  And the LORD said to me, "Throw it to the potter"—
the handsome price at which they priced me! So I took the thirty pieces of silver and threw 
them into the house of the LORD to the potter. 

 

• LUKE 22:1-6:  Luk 22:1  Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread, called the Passover, was 
approaching, Luk 22:2  and the chief priests and the teachers of the law were looking for 
some way to get rid of Jesus, for they were afraid of the people. Judas to Betray Jesus Luk 
22:3  Then Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot, one of the Twelve. Luk 22:4  And Judas 
went to the chief priests and the officers of the temple guard and discussed with them how 
he might betray Jesus. Luk 22:5  They were delighted and agreed to give him money. Luk 
22:6  He consented, and watched for an opportunity to hand Jesus over to them when no 
crowd was present. 

 
 
INTRODUCTION: CONTEXT: ZECHARIAH  - ZECHARIAH’S MESSIAH 
 
This is the second prophecy that God gave through the prophet Zechariah about the events 
of Jesus’ Passion Week. 
 
God instructed Zechariah to shepherd his flock, Israel.  He was asked to sheperd the flock, 
but this was not literally to work as a shepherd.  It was symbolic.  Just like Jesus was called a 
shepherd, though he never actually tended sheep.  It meant to care for people.  Zechariah did 
this through his prophetic ministry.  The relationship between him as a prophet slowly broke 
down.  Nevertheless God told him to ask for his pay – or to not pay him - for the work he had 
done working among them, they gave him 30 pieces of silver.  He had worked for them for 3 
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months, and that was a very small amount for 3 month’s work.  He considered it to be an insult.  
That was like paying him like R70 a day in our money.  It showed that they didn’t value his 
ministry.  The lord then told Zechariah to throw those meagre wages back into the house of 
the Lord to be put back into the temple treasury, i.e. to throw it back in their faces.  Zechariah 
was insulted and his ministry was despised. 
 
But little did Zechariah know that the gravity of the insult would be multiplied a million times 
over.  The prophetic act was fulfilled in the life of Jesus.  Judas and the religious leaders strike 
a bargain as to what they would pay Judas to betray Jesus to them.  Unwittingly they and 
Judas set the amount at the exact same amount of 30 pieces of silver.  But this time the insult 
is worse.  The 30 pieces of silver are not paid for 90 days work, but becomes the value that 
Judas and the religious leaders place on Jesus’ life.   
 
Zechariah was paid 30 pieces of silver, and this is the same amount that the religious leaders 
offered Judas to betray him.   
 

• Zec 11:12  I told them, "If you think it best, give me my price; but if not, keep it." So they 
paid me thirty pieces of silver.  

• Luk 22:5   They were delighted  Mat 26:15  [Judas] asked, "What are you willing to give me 
if I hand him over to you?" So they counted out for him thirty silver coins. and agreed to 
give him money. 

 
VIDEO: Let’s see this scene on video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YkUTFOuhUJY 
 
Zechariah 11:13 calls it a ‘handsome’ price.  That usually means a lot of money but in this 
case it was so little that it was an insult.  The specific amount of 30 pieces of silver is an 
interesting amount when we look at it’s other applications in Scripture: 
 
30 pieces of silver was the price of a slave that was killed by accident: 
 

• Exo 21:32  If the bull gores a male or female slave, the owner must pay thirty shekels of 
silver to the master of the slave, and the bull must be stoned. 

 
The first way that the value was an insult was that the value of a slave was set at 30 shekels 
or prices of silver.  They regarded Jesus as sharing the lowest rung of human social hierarchy.  
He had little more value than a common slave. 
 
30 pieces of silver was the price for redeeming a female (woman) 
 

• Lev 27:1  The LORD said to Moses, Lev 27:2  "Speak to the Israelites and say to them: 'If 
anyone makes a special vow to dedicate persons to the LORD by giving equivalent values, 
Lev 27:3  set the value of a male between the ages of twenty and sixty at fifty shekels of 
silver, according to the sanctuary shekel; Lev 27:4  and if it is a female, set her value at 
thirty shekels. 

 
If a person wanted to dedicate their life to the Lord, that voluntary act could be done – in theory.  
They could ‘dedicate’ their lives, but were actually not allowed to serve at the temple.  Only 
people from the tribe of Levi could do that.  However, in place of actually serving there, people 
could give a sum of money once-off and that money would be used to fund the ongoing 
expenses of the temple.  It also became a symbolic reflection of the worth of a member of 
society.  The value for males was set at 50 pieces of silver, and the value of a female was set 
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at, guess what – 30 pieces of silver.  Now not only was the price they were willing to pay for 
Jesus’ little more than that of a slave, but it also somehow reflected that they would not even 
consider his value to be that of a man.   
 
The monetary value of 30 pieces of silver is around R4200-R6000** (see below) – the average of 
that being R5000.  That is all they were willing to pay Judas, and Judas was happy to betray 
Jesus for such a small amount.  I don’t know if there are really ‘hit-men’, assassins.  I’m sure 
most of them wouldn’t get out of bed for R5000. 
 
Let’s follow the story, and then draw some conclusion…Let’s follow the trail of this 30 pieces 
of silver.  Zechariah was told to throw the money back into the temple because it was such a 
small price that it was an insult. 
 

• Zec 11:13  And the LORD said to me, "Throw it to the potter"—the handsome price at which 
they priced me! So I took the thirty pieces of silver and threw them into the house of the 
LORD to the potter. 

 
Judas was happy to get the money – at first.  He probably thought that Jesus would be 
captured and then he would somehow get himself free.  But when he realised that Jesus had 
been sentenced to death – death by crucifixion, he was filled with remorse.  So he tried to 
return the money. 
 

• Mat 27:3  When Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was condemned, he was 
seized with remorse and returned the thirty silver coins to the chief priests and the elders. 
Mat 27:4  "I have sinned," he said, "for I have betrayed innocent blood." "What is that to 
us?" they replied. "That's your responsibility." Mat 27:5  So Judas threw the money into the 
temple and left. Then he went away and hanged himself.  

 
Unfortunately his regret came too late, and by then Jesus death sentence was sealed.  Judas 
had become a pawn in Satan’s scheming and had sold his soul for R5000.  That was the tragic 
end of Judas Iscariot.  He had sold his soul to the devil for just R5000.  The irony of the whole 
matter is that that price of R5000 was not the price that the religious leaders had placed on 
Jesus’ head.  It became the price that Judas had put on his own head because that money 
was his own undoing.  For a mere fistful of banknotes he had doomed himself to eternal 
damnation. 
 
Isn’t that how things work?  The promise of all the happiness that money gotten by illegal 
means never materialises, and people have found that they have done things, things that they 
are ashamed of.  Things that are once done bring shame and disgrace on a person’s head: 
Proverbs 28:6,  “It is better to be poor and honest than rich and evil”.  Don’t do anything that 
undermines your integrity in order to get money.  We’ll sleep better at night. No amount of 
money can compensate for a lack of integrity or the loss of our soul.  It’s much better to remain 
poor and live a life that is pleasing to God. 
 
Now let’s continue to follow the trail of these 30 pieces of silver.   
 
The Chief Priests Buy the Potter’s Field – Fulfilment of Zechariah’s Prophecy 
 

• Mat 27:6  The chief priests picked up the coins and said, "It is against the law to put this 
into the treasury, since it is blood money." Mat 27:7  So they decided to use the money to 
buy the potter's field as a burial place for foreigners. Mat 27:8  That is why it has been 
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called the Field of Blood to this day. Mat 27:9  Then what was spoken by Zechariah the 
prophet was fulfilled: "They took the thirty silver coins, the price set on him by the people 
of Israel, Mat 27:10  and they used them to buy the potter's field, as the Lord commanded 
me." 

 
They probably got the money to pay Judas from the offerings that were given for the repair 
and service of the temple – the building fund.  However, since it had been used to condemn 
Jesus to death, they now considered it to be ‘blood money’.   
 
But technically according to the law the money was unclean.  ILL. Like if the pope announced 
that the Vatican needed some major renovations and the mafia bosses take a collection.  The 
pope would probably refuse that money because the chances are good that it was money 
made from the profit of illegal, sinful activities.  Money from criminal activities should not be 
accepted by the church.  This principle is found in Deuteronomy 23:18 
 

• Deu 23:18  You must not bring the earnings of a female prostitute or of a male prostitute 
into the house of the LORD your God to pay any vow, because the LORD your God detests 
them both. 

 
So they decided to use it to buy ‘the potter’s field’.  This was probably a field from which clay 
had been removed to make pots.  It had probably been stripped and now was not of much use 
to anyone.  That’s probably why they could buy it for a relatively cheap price.  The field was 
then used as a cemetery [burial place] for foreigners.   
 
You may ask, what has this to do with Good Friday, or Jesus’ crucifixion.  Well firstly we need 
to understand that Jesus’ actual crucifixion was not the only sacrifice he made on our behalf, 
and that forgiveness of our sins is not the only benefit that we receive from Jesus’ sacrifice.  
Remember Acts talks about Jesus’ “suffering” (Acts 1:3).  Jesus suffered many things, and it 
ended with his crucifixion and death.  Zechariah 11:12-13 records one part of that entire period 
of suffering, namely Jesus humiliation and rejection. 
 
Zechariah’s prophecy is a part fulfilment of Isaiah 53: 5 
 

•  “He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. 
Like one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not” – 
Isaiah 53:3 

 
The word “despised” means to be shown contempt; to be scorned; considered to be vile and 
worthless.  He also was “rejected”.   
 
CONCLUSION: 
 
The religious leaders didn’t put much value on Jesus’ life, but Jesus sure did put a lot of value 
on ours.  If you follow the trail of those coins they actually set a chain of events into motion.  
That betrayal enabled the religious leaders to arrest Jesus and ultimately have him crucified.  
On the cross he shed his blood and it is his blood that became a different form of payment.  
That blood paid for our redemption – our forgiveness.   If we had ten thousand silver coins, it 
would not buy us forgiveness.  If we took all the money in the world, it would not pay the price 
to have our sins removed. 
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• Psa 49:7  No man can redeem the life of another or give to God a ransom for him—Psa 
49:8  the ransom for a life is costly, no payment is ever enough” 
 

Gold and silver has no value to God.  But there is a greater treasurer than earthly treasures – 
it’s the blood of Jesus: 
 

• 1 Pe 1:18  Realize that you weren't set free from the worthless life handed down to you 
from your ancestors by a payment of silver or gold which can be destroyed. 1Pe 1:19  
Rather, the payment that freed you was the precious blood of Christ, the lamb with no 
defects or imperfections. 

 
In heaven the angels sing: 
 

• Rev 5:9  "You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, 
and with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people 
and nation." 

 
He paid a debt he did not owe 
I owed a debt I could not pay 

I needed someone to wash my sins away; 
And now I sing a brand new song, “Amazing Grace” 

Christ Jesus paid the debt that I could never pay. 
 

• Judas the betrayer spoke of it as "innocent blood” (Matthew 27:4)  

• Because it is innocent blood, it is “the cleansing blood” in 1 John 1:7  

• and the washing blood in Rev. 1:5 

• Paul calls it the purchasing blood in Acts 20:28  

• Therefore, it is also the justifying blood (Rom. 5:9) and the peace-making blood (Col. 1:20).  
 
These are not things that money can do for us. 
 
If you and I had saved up our whole life we would not have enough.  If we had dedicated our 
whole lives to work towards one thing and one thing only – gathering wealth to pay for our 
forgiveness, no one not Bill Gates or Warren Buffet would ever save enough.  It is only the 
blood of Jesus.  Judas and the religious leaders did not think very much of Jesus.  But Jesus 
thought a lot of us.  He would not pay the price for our sins with nothing less. 


