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MOTHER’S DAY MESSAGE 2020 
GENESIS 16:1-16 

 
Introduction: 
In ministering for two and a half decades, we see people going through very challenging 
situations. They feel they’re at breaking point or past breaking point.  Often God gives them a 
word of prophecy that breaks off that “weight of heaviness”.  It’s a word that is very simple.  It 
goes along the lines of, “God sees what you are going through”.  That’s it.  When they know 
that God knows, it’s like a burden gets lifted from their shoulders. 
 
 
EVERY PROBLEM WE FACE HAS AN EXPIRY DATE 
 
The reason is because when we go through trials, it seems like those problems are here to 
stay.  But we need to remember that every problem we face has an expiry date.  It won’t feel 
like there’s an end in sight when you’re walking through it.  But say to yourself, “Every problem 
I have has an expiry date!”.  It will always pass, and God will make sure of that. 
 
So, when people face extended trials, they feel that God is not seeing what they’re going 
through.  He doesn’t appreciate how serious the situation is.  The disciples and Martha felt like 
this: 
 

• In Matthew 4:38 the disciples said to Jesus, "Teacher, don't you care if we drown?"  

• In Luke 10:40 Martha, said to Jesus, “"Lord, don't you care that my sister has left me to 
do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!" 

 
 
HAGAR INTRODUCES US TO EL-ROI – “THE GOD WHO SEES” 
 
In Genesis we meet a mom who was going through a very tough time.  She had given up 
hope, until God meets up with her.  That encounter changes her outlook completely, and then 
she praises God.  In praising God, she reveals one significant name of God – He is “EL-ROI” 
– “The Mighty God Who Sees”.  Read Genesis 16:1-16. 
 
Now Hagar is often overlooked because she is always mentioned in the same passages as 
Abraham and Sarah and those are spiritual figureheads in the bible.  It’s difficult for her to get 
much attention in the company of those Biblical figures. 
 
 
WHO WAS HAGAR?   
 
She was “just” a servant girl.  One among many.  Abraham had hundreds of servants.  In 
Genesis 14:14 we read that when Abraham went to rescue lot, he mobilised 318 men, all of 
whom were his servants.  He had hundreds of servants, but we don’t know the names of a 
single one of those servants, except this one, Hagar. 
 
Hagar was an Egyptian slave.  That was all that she was for many years.  And she was the 
victim of many things, most particularly the victim of Abram and Sarai’s lack of faith.  They are 
mentioned by their old names before they started exercising faith, and in this state, they tried 
to help God out and messed up badly.  Unfortunately, there were many negative 
consequences for Hagar.  She moved up in status as it were when Sarai gave Hagar to Abram 
as a concubine, as his wife, so that Abram would sleep with Hagar and Hagar would bear a 
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child for Sarai.  That was like the Old Testament form of surrogacy.  That was a kind of a 
promotion in status for Hagar. 
 
 
HAGAR MADE HER OWN TERRIBLE SITUATION WORSE 
 
Now Hagar didn’t make matters any better by her own behaviour.  When she found that she 
had become pregnant, she became proud and despised Sarai. She forgot her place: 
 

• “Later, when Hagar knew she was going to have a baby, she became proud and 
became disrespectful towards her mistress Sarai” – Genesis 16:4 

 
Sarai in turn mistreated her, and eventually Hagar ran away to escape the treatment (Genesis 
16:6).  I wonder have you ever had a “Hagar moment”?  When things get bad, all you want 
to do is run away.  Some people think about it.  Many more people are doing it.  Trying to 
outrun your problems, but we never run fast enough and far enough do we?  “The kids are 
driving me crazy, I just want to run away for a few days”.  “All these back-to-back assignments 
– all I want to do is sleep for a few days”.  “All these bills, month after month”.  “My parents 
don’t understand me, I’m going to run away”.  So that’s the “Hagar moment”, trying to run away 
from our problems. 
 
 
GOD STOPPED HAGAR AND TOLD HER TO CONFRONT HER PROBLEMS 
 
What did God have to say about Hagar’s situation?  Well, we see what He says here, “You 
need to go back and submit to your mistress.  Sarai was wrong to treat you like she did, but 
don’t forget you’re the one who started all this when you become proud and disrespectful 
towards your mistress”.  If you’re going to blame everyone else and the world for your 
problems, you’ll be in danger of becoming a runner.  It’s not easy but confront your past.    
 
You see, the things we run from in our past, if not confronted, have a way of following 
us everywhere we go and eventually they catch up with us. You can run to another city; 
run away from your parent’s home; divorce your husband or wife; change jobs and find a boss 
or workplace where you are treated better – but if you were part of the problem to begin with 
your past will always run faster than you.  It’ll be waiting for you in that new city; that new job; 
that new relationship.  Just give it some time and it’ll feel like you didn’t really get away at all. 
 
God knows that running away from our problems never solved anything, so he tells 
Hagar the unthinkable – “Go back to your mistress and submit to her” (Genesis 16:9).  
I don’t know about you, but if that is what God said to me, I’d pray a little more because that’s 
not what I’d like God to tell me.  But that’s often what we do.  When we don’t like what God 
tells us, we just pray a little more don’t we?  We pray until a different answer comes. He told 
her to go back, but she need not fear the worst.  He had plans for her. 
 
 
GOD DID SEND HAGAR BACK, BUT FIRST HE MINISTERED TO HER AND BLESSED 
HER  
 
Did you know that in the Bible, we never see Abram or Sarai calling Hagar by her name.  She 
is just “my slave” and “your slave”.  But God calls her by her name.  Then God promises her 
that she will have many descendants , “too numerous to count”.  In those days that was a huge 
blessing.  She would have a son, a bit of a “wild child”, and she was to name him Ishmael.  
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God chose that name and it was prophetic.  It means “God hears”.  I wonder what Hagar was 
going to name her son?  It’s the first time the name occurs in the bible.  Every time Hagar 
said that name, she would be reminded of this episode in her life that God hears her.  A mom 
who found herself forced into motherhood, probably against her own free will, taken advantage 
of becomes proud and sets herself on a collision course with her mistress, runs way.  She may 
have thought that God had abandoned her.  But God has plans for the abused; the abandoned; 
the slave; the sons and the daughters of the slave.  He had plans for Hagar and her son. 
 
Hagar in turn humbled herself.  Once proud, the experience humbled her, and she obeyed 
God and went back and submitted to her masters.  Before she returned, she declared 
something unique about God, she called God, “El-Roee”, “The Mighty God Who Sees”.  This 
is the first time that God is revealed to us as "A God Who Sees”, and it is revealed to us by a 
mom in the Bible.  Yay for the moms in the Bible and the moms in our lives! 
 
 
CONCLUSION: 
 
Hagar needed reassurance that God was with her in her problems.  God said to Hagar, “Name 
your son Ishmael”, a name that means, “God will hear”.  Ishmael’s mom, Hagar in turn 
declares God to be, “El-Roee”, “The Mighty God who sees”.  When you put it all together, 
there’s a pretty powerful revelation in this chapter about God.  Regardless of what our 
circumstances would have us believe, our God is the God who sees all that we go through, 
and He is the God who hears all our cries when we call out in our trials.  That’s your God!  
Don’t ever think that your situation is hidden from God.  Don’t ever think God is not listening 
to your cries in your time of need.   
 

• Joshua 1:5  No one will be able to stand up against you all the days of your life. As I 
was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you. 

 
 

-------------------------------------------- 
 
 

We’re going to sing together a song based on this account in Genesis 16, called, “The God 
Who Sees” by - Liz Cornwell. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


