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THE MINISTRY OF JESUS AFTER THE RESURRECTION 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Do you know what it’s like to miss something because you’re in a huge hurry?  People tell us to slow 
down, stop, smell the roses.  It’s also what we were like when we were young, right?  When we were 
young, we wanted so much to just grow up and be adults with all those freedoms and privileges.  But 
when we’re adults we wish that we had enjoyed our young days more. Because we were in such a 
hurry to grow up, we missed a lot of the joy of youth. 
 
We do the same in our faith as Christians around the world.  Good Friday and Resurrection Sunday 
have come and gone – a big weekend on the Christian Holy Calendar.  So, people ask, “What’s next?”  
Most people skip ahead to the Ascension as the next big thing, and people feel that this is the ascension 
of Jesus.  Jesus’ Ascension took place 40 days after his resurrection.  Ascension Day this year falls on 
21st May 2020.  That’s still quite a long way away.  In our hurry to get there we may miss the significance 
of the events that took place in these 40 days.  Personally, I don’t believe there would be a church 
without the events of the 40 days.   
 
You see, when Jesus was resurrected, he finds his fledgling disciples in major emotional distress.  This 
was the first time that they had been without him.  He was their rock, their strength.  When they were 
in a storm out on the lake, Jesus was the one to calm it with just a word.  When they were hungry, he 
multiplied fish and bread to feed even multitudes. When they were in over their heads trying to cast out 
a powerful demon, it was again with just a word the Jesus sent that foul spirit fleeing.   
 
But Jesus had suddenly been arrested and they had scattered all over the city.  Before they could rally 
themselves, some witnessed Jesus crucifixion first-hand.  Other disciples who were not in Jerusalem 
later received the news, ‘The Master has been killed’.   
 
So, when Jesus rose, he found his church in need of some serious shepherding.  His church was 
grieving; they were depressed, discouraged, afraid, doubting and ashamed of their recent desertion of 
Jesus - to mention just a few things.  There was a real danger that the church would fall apart, and 
Jesus was scheduled to return to heaven.  But the disciples were not ready to continue in their broken 
state with the ministry that Jesus would entrust to them, and they were not even ready for Pentecost.  
Broken people are focussed on the experience of their brokenness.  It’s often difficult for them to 
receive from God, until after they have been made whole.  Let’s look at what they went through.  We’ll 
find we’re a lot like them.  Let’s also see how Jesus ministered to His ‘broken’ church: 
 
THERE ARE LEAST 5 WAYS IN WHICH THE CHURCH WAS ‘BROKEN’ AND NEEDED JESUS TO 
MINISTER TO THEM 
 
1. THEY WERE MOURNING & WEEPING 
 

• Joh 20:11  Mary, however, stood there and cried as she looked at the tomb.  

• Mar 16:10  She went and told his friends, who were grieving and crying. 
 

 Jesus appeared to Mary personally to reassure her and asked her to tell the others that he had 
risen 

 
 
2. THEY HAD BECOME DISCOURAGED AND WERE LOSING HOPE, CONFUSED 

• Luke 24:17  He asked them, "What are you discussing together as you walk along?" They stood 
still; their faces downcast. … Luke 24:21  but we had hoped [trusted] that he was the one 
who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place” 
 
- ‘downcast’ = “of a sad and gloomy countenance” 
- to hope = Imperfect tense – ‘hoping all the while’ 
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This took place later in the day on resurrection Sunday.  As yet there was no real evidence given to 
these tow disciples that Jesus had indeed risen.  It seems that they were not with the apostles when 
Mary told them that Jesus had risen. 
 

 Jesus appeared to them and corrected their confusion with the Word of God 
 

• Luke 24:27  And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was 
said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. 

• Luke 24:32  They asked each other, "Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with 

us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?" 

They were discussing the events of the last few days and coming up with no good solution.  So Jesus 
explained form God’s word that all these things had been predicted.  If they had know the Scriptures, 
then they would not have been so bewildered and sad. 
 
 
3. THEY WERE FULL OF FEAR 
 

• Joh_20:19  On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with 
the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be 
with you!" 

• Joh_19:38  Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. Now Joseph was a 
disciple of Jesus, but secretly because he feared the Jews. With Pilate's permission, he came 
and took the body away.  

 
This is now the evening of resurrection Sunday.  The eleven disciples have locked the doors in fear, 
perhaps expecting a knock at any time. They were anxious that the religious leaders would try to crush 
Christianity before it even got off the ground.  “Fear” = “fear, dread, terror; that which strikes terror”. 
 
If you think the Jews were harmless, well then just look at what they had achieved.  They had managed 
to get Jesus killed in less than 24 hours.  From the time they arrested him to the time they had him 
crucified was less than 24 hours. 
 
Saul, who was also a Pharisee later also went from house to house arresting people.  You see, the 
Jewish religious leaders had a lot of authority.  The disciples had good reason to be afraid, and as far 
as they were concerned, Jesus was dead.  They had no leader.   
 

 To them, Jesus spoke “Peace” 
 

• Joh 20:19  On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with 
the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be 
with you!"  

- It was as though Jesus said, “It’s OK, I am alive, and I am in control.  You can calm down now” 
 
 
4. THEY (AND THOMAS) WERE STUBBORNLY DOUBTFUL 
 

• The 10 disciples didn’t believe Mary: Mar 16:10  She went and told those who had been with 
him and who were mourning and weeping. Mar 16:11  When they heard that Jesus was alive 
and that she had seen him, they did not believe it. 

• The 10 disciples didn’t believe the two disciples who had seen Jesus on the road to Emmaus: 
Mar 16:12  Afterward Jesus appeared in a different form to two of them while they were walking 
in the country. Mar 16:13  These returned and reported it to the rest; but they did not believe 
them either. 

• Thomas did not believe the 10 disciples: Joh 20:24  Thomas, one of the twelve apostles, who 
was called Didymus, wasn't with them when Jesus came. Joh 20:25  The other disciples told 



THE MINISTRY OF JESUS AFTER THIS RESURRECTION        3 

 

© 2020 Randfontein Baptist Church | www.rbapchurch.org 

him, "We've seen the Lord." Thomas told them, "I refuse to believe this unless I see the nail 
marks in his hands, put my fingers into them, and put my hand into his side."  

 
 Jesus said to Thomas to stop his doubting and to start believing – Jesus rebuked the doubt 

 

• Mar 16:14  Later Jesus appeared to the Eleven as they were eating; he rebuked them for their 
lack of faith and their stubborn refusal to believe those who had seen him after he had risen. 

• Joh 20:27  Then Jesus said to Thomas, "Stop doubting, and believe." - NIV 

• “and be not faithless, but believing” - KJV 

 
 
5. SOME WERE ASHAMED OF THEIR RECENT BEHAVIOUR 
 
Peter was carrying a burden.  A wound was festering, and the other disciples may not have been aware 
of it.  But Jesus opened than wound right up and he did it publicly.  You see, Peter had denied Jesus 
publicly three times.  So Jesus drew out a public confession out of him three times – one time for every 
time he had denied Christ. 
 

 Jesus restored Peter.  In John 21, Jesus leads Peter to confess his love for Jesus.  Then he 
says, feed my sheep and follow me.  Those were words of restoration. 

 
 
CONCLUSION: 
 
The days between Jesus’ resurrection and his ascension are not “dead days”.  They are not pages in 
the bible to be flipped over.  Reread those stories.  Look at the ministry of Jesus and how he 
shepherded his church and you will find a lot there that you and I can identify with.   
 
If we mirror the timeline with our celebrations of Easter, today, 19th April 2020, we are only one week 
away from the Resurrection.  There are still 33 days left before Jesus Ascension on this timeline - more 
than a full month to go before Jesus would ascend.  Jesus came back from the dead and strengthened 
his church. 
 
THE DISCIPES ARE LIKE US AND WE ARE LIKE THEM – THOUGH THE REASONS BEHIND OUR 
FEELINGS MAY DIFFER 
 
The disciples brokenness was the result of seeing Jesus crucified and not being aware that he has 
been resurrected.  They thought that he was still dead.  Our brokenness may be brought on by other 
experiences on our journeys with God, but we may experience similar emotional distress: 
 
1. WE MAY MOURN & WEEP 
2. WE MAY BECOME DISCOURAGED AND WERE LOSING HOPE, CONFUSED 
3. FEAR MAY ENTER US  
4. WE MAY BECOME STUBBORN & DOUBTFUL 
5. WE MAY FAIL FROM TIME TO TIME AND THINK WE HAVE MESSED THINGS UP AND ARE 

BEYONED BEING RESTORED 
 
ILL. Pastors who have failed and been restored. 
 
There are important lessons for us to learn about Jesus and ourselves when we go through these 
challenges on our way to heaven:  We’re not as strong as we think we are.  None of us are capable of 
keeping joy – we do mourn.  There is no-one who never loses hope.  No-one is so courageous that 
there is not a situation that we may encounter and fear.  We are not as quick to believe as we’d like to 
think.  When things go wrong, it will be difficult for us to believe.  And of course, it is possible for us to 
mess things up, and sin. 
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JESUS KNOWS WHAT WE NEED ON OUR JOURNEY OF FAITH 
 
Jesus singlehandedly carried his church for 40 days through those difficult days.  He ministered to 
them individually and he ministered to them as a group.  Remember that he had promised to do this: 
 

• Mat 16:18  And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock, I will build my church, and the 
gates of Hades will not overcome it. 

 
“Hades” technically means “the grave”, but it is used in a metaphorical sense to mean also “the gates 
of hell” or really any enemy of God’s people.  The resurrected, Lord, Saviour, God, Owner and Builder 
of His own people will keep us strong just as he kept his church strong during those 40 days. 
 


